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5AVANNAH, Ga.— Rufus W. 

-.j iYoun^lpod, tfie Secret Service agent | 
honored for throwing himself on (tf 

? j "^en-Vice President Lyndrm B. John- 
son to protect him duiiag the assasa- 
-’imation of Preadent John F. Kaanecfy, 

" 'lias died at 72. 


„ Mr. Youngblood, who retired to Sa- 
^•'vann^ more than 20 years ago, di«l 
'of lung cancer OcL 2 in a hospice, his 
^*daughter, Rebecca Youngblood 
^<yat^hn, said today. 

» ‘ Mr . Youngblo^ was assigned to 
^rprotect Johnson from 1961 to 1966. In 
f^November 1963, during the presiden- 
- tial t^ to Dallas, he was priding with 
'' Johnson two cars bdiind Kenned^s 
C >car when he heard die fatal shota 


%\ Mr, Youngblood turned from the 
— ;-front seat and pulled Johnson to the 
». -iflo6r, touted “Get down!” and then 
-i half-sat and half-sprawled on top of the 
'-fvice president, according to news ac- 


Counts. 

V “It (Muld have been a firecracker, a 
'*’ bomb or a. shot,” he said afterward. “I 
4'^recognized it as an abnormal sound i 
^d realized some action had to be tak- 
_ en. I saw, quick, tmnatural movements 
, =.„;in die president’s car.” 
rC ’ He was awarded the Trrasury Ex- 
ceptional Service Award for risking his , 
>Clife “1 protecting Johnson. 

Mr. Youngblood began Iris Secret 
Service career in Atlanta in 1951 and 
' later transferred to Washingtrai. He 
t jretired firem the service in 1971. 

Mr. Youngblood’s daughter said her 
_%frither, a smoker, had differed from 
“ Jung cancCT for about two years. 
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